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so called : the unconditioned in Schilling's
sense,, as the indifference of subject and
object : and it is against this that Hamilton's
arguments are directed.

The question is this. Is this Uncondi-
tioned a mere abstraction, the product of our
own minds ; or can it be conceived as having
a real existence per se, and, as such, can it
be identified with God as the source of all
existence ? Hamilton maintains that it is a
mere abstraction, and cannot be so identified;
that, far from being " a name of God," it is a
name of nothing at all. " By abstraction/'
he says, " we annihilate the object, and by
abstraction we annihilate the subject of con-
sciousness. But what remains ? Nothing"
When we attempt to conceive it as a reality,
we " hypostatise the zero."*

* Discussions, p. 21.